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FRIENDS OF THE FITZGERALD RIVER NATIONAL PARK Inc, 
PO Box 199 Ravensthorpe 6346. 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE A.G.M. HELD AT BOXWOOD HILL 

 

Saturday MARCH 17
TH

 2012 

 

Meeting commenced at 13.30. 

Members and guests welcomed by Anne Gadsby. 

 

Present:-   

Priscilla Broadbent, Robyn Cail, Andy Chapman, Paul Cory, Gillian Craig, Anne Gadsby, Keven Giles, 

Paul Harrison, Geraldine Janicke, Steve Janicke, Rosemary Jasper, Alison Lullfitz, Tracey Ross, Libby 

Sandiford, Helen Taylor, John Tucker, Rodger Walker, Geoff Young, Jenny Taylor, Bill Lullfitz, Vicky 

Bilney, Anne Sparrow, Sheryn Prior, Angela Sanders, Mark True, Ellen Hickman, Russell Peterkin, Paul 

Dunham. 

 

Apologies:-  
Ken Broadbent, Nathan McQuoid, Barbara Miller-Hornsey, Ron Richards, John Tucker, Peter Dawson, 

Richard Pepper, Kim Bennett, Merle Bennett, Karen & Karsten Richelmann, Kingsley & Sandy Vaux.  

 

President’s report:- 
Anne Gadsby gave a president’s report.  This has been included at end of minutes and filed. 

 

Confirmation of minutes:- 

Sheryn raised that Trigalow Beach grant name should be Southern Shores. 

Gil raised that gates damaged were on Moir Track. 

Motion Andy Chapman moved to accept minutes, seconded by Steve Janicke. 

 

Business Arising:- 

Bendigo Bank was not investigated as an option by the treasurer. 

Geraldine Janicke questioned whether the website registrations had raised any members.  Robyn 

commented that we did get new members this way. 

 

Correspondence:- 

Anne Gadsby circulated a list of all incoming and outgoing correspondence for the period since the 

previous AGM. The list is filed. 

 

Treasurer’s report.  
Robyn Cail presented a treasurers report. An auditors report from Watts, Symes and Associates was 

tabled, circulated and is filed. 

 

Motion Robyn Cail moved to accept the Treasurer’s report, seconded Vicky Bilney. 

 

Robyn commented that we may wish to change auditors given that she is standing down as treasurer and 

the auditor is Esperance-based. Voting on the auditor was deferred until after the new treasurer appointed. 

 

Motion Moved Gil Craig, seconded Libby Sandiford that Current membership rates remain the same 

$30.00 family, $20.00 individual and $12.00 concession. Carried. 
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Discussion around reduced membership rates and whether they should be increased.  It was also noted that 

finances will be increased by membership increase more than subscription increase, but subscription 

should reflect rising costs of insurance, postage and other standard costs. 

 

Twertup Restoration Report  

Gil Craig gave a report on progress on Twertup.  Report attached. 

 

Motion Andy Chapman moved that the Friends express sincere gratitude to Gil & Ric for their tenacity 

and hard work with respect to Twertup. Seconded Anne Gadsby. 

 

Newsletter Editor’s Report  
Andy Chapman provided a verbal report. Enjoys doing the Narpulungup News and happy to continue. 

Also commented that email subscriptions are steadily increasing. 

 

Acting Senior Ranger’s Report  

Paul Cory gave a detailed report. Attached. 

 

Questions for Paul included Priscilla regarding what has happened with road works at the western end.  

Priscilla asked that local visitor centres also get additional information regarding road closures.  Paul 

commented that website communications will be improved and also planned to improve wording of 

signage. Paul asked whether DEC has formulated a fire plan for Twertup.  Gil advised that it is DEC 

responsibility to develop a fire plan for Twertup and is covered in MOU.  Peter Masters and regional fire 

personnel are key people.  Vicky made comment about possibility of insurance of Twertup. Gil advised 

that discussion between FFRNP and DEC about inclusion on DEC asset register then it would be covered 

by DEC insurance.  FFRNP could take out contents insurance. Russell asked about the Bell Track dieback 

project.  No evidence has been found of dieback outside the membrane despite some big rain events in the 

last year.  Geraldine asked about the Susetta infestation.  Paul advised that this is why the Fitzgerald Inlet 

track has been closed as there is a lot of uninterpretable vegetation in this area. 

  

Election of Office Bearers and Committee Members for 2012/13 

Sheryn Prior took the chair as the Returning Officer. Alison Lullfitz remained to record. All positions 

were declared vacant. The following members were elected. 

 

Position   Nominee Nominated Seconded 

President Anne Gadsby Geraldine Janicke Tracey Ross 

Vice President Alison Lullfitz Anne Gadsby Helen Taylor 

Secretary Steve Janicke Geraldine Janicke  Libby Sandiford 

Treasurer Vicky Bilney Robyn Cail Priscilla Broadbent 

Newsletter Editor Andy Chapman Tracey Ross Geraldine Janicke 

Twertup Building 

Committee 

Gil Craig Anne Gadsby Alison Lullfitz 

    

General Committee    

1.   Nathan McQuoid Anne Gadsby Vicky Bilney 

2. Ellen Hickman Andy Chapman Rodger Walker 

3. Geraldine Janicke Anne Gadsby Priscilla Broadbent 

    

Building  Sub-committee Keven Giles Anne Gadsby  Helen Taylor 

 Ric Pepper   Gil Craig Libby Sandiford 
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Auditor 

 

Motion Vicky Bilney moved to retain Watts, Symes and Associates as the auditor. Seconded Anne 

Gadsby. 

 

Signatories 

Change of signatories on all Bankwest accounts, including: 

Business Telenet Saver 302-162 023937-8 

Business Telenet Saver 302-162 011070-8 

Society Cheque Account 306-056 004602-7 

 

Motion  Moved Vicky Bilney, seconded Libby Saniford:-  That the previous signatories to all of the above 

accounts Robyn Cail, Raana Scott and Gil Craig be removed and that signatories on all of the above 

accounts  will be Treasurer Vicky Bilney, President Anne Gadsby, Vice President Alison Lullfitz, 

Secretary Steven Janicke and Committee Member Andy Chapman. All in favour. Carried. 

 

Motion Vicky Bilney moved that the following signatories are also approved to receive a Digital Bank 

Token.  Vicky Bilney, Alison Lullfitz and Andy Chapman. Seconded Geraldine Janicke. All in favour. 

Carried. 

  

GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

Insurance 

 

Motion. Moved Anne Gadsby, seconded Vicky Bilney:- That the public liability insurance be paid. 

Carried. 

 

Website 

 

Motion. Moved  Anne Gadsby, seconded Vicky Bilney:- That website and domain hosting be paid. 

Carried. 

 

Conservation Council of WA Membership 

 

Motion. Moved Anne Gadsby, seconded Priscilla Broadbent:- That CCWA membership be paid. Carried. 

 

Environmental Defenders Office 

 

Motion. Moved Anne Gadsby, seconded Priscilla Broadbent:- That EDO membership be paid. Carried. 

 

Application for Corporate Membership 

Anne raised that she has been approached by a business to become a corporate member and asked the 

floor for comments.  There was some discussion around this.  Andy raised that the constitution may not 

allow it.  It was agreed that we may not wish to set a precedent and that individuals in the business should 

be approached to join as individuals. 

 

Motion Moved Jenny Taylor moved that corporate membership of the FFRNP be referred to the 

committee and that they report back to the next AGM. Seconded Paul Harrison. 

 



 4 

Biosphere Debate 

There was discussion on the boundary and it was questioned whether the proposed increase in area 

actually correlates with the biological attributes of the Biosphere.  Paul Harrison pointed out that the 

catchment of the Pallinup River goes a long way north and would not be suitable as a boundary.  

 

Motion Anne Gadsby moved that the FFRNP continue to be involved in the Biosphere Implementation 

Group.  Seconded Robyn Cail. 

 

Walk Trail 

Anne Gadsby gave an update of a meeting recently attended with the DEC regarding the new proposed 

walk trail alignment.  Anne is concerned about “tweekage” of the conditions set by EPA particularly in 

regard to servicing of the hut at Fitzgerald Inlet via the wilderness zone now that the Fitzgerald Inlet track 

is closed. FFRNP has been in contact with the EPA voicing concerns about this situation. 

 

Motion Priscilla Broadbent moved that the president and committee should be congratulated on their hard 

work in lobbying against the walk trail. Seconded Geraldine Janicke. 

 

Geraldine also raised that we need to consider dieback protection measures around Twertup given its 

proximity to the Susetta River.   

 

Motion Geraldine moved that dieback protection measures for walkers around Twertup be developed prior 

to Twertup being opened as a useable facility. Seconded Anne Gadsby. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Constitution 

Steve Janicke suggested that the constitution be put on the website and it was agreed to discuss this at the 

next committee meeting. 

 

FRNP Staffing 

It was suggested that the committee should discuss DEC staffing concerns, in particular a senior ranger 

position based in the FRNP.  It was agreed that the committee should follow up with the DEC, in 

particular Peter Masters. 

 

Discussion around the value of the senior ranger role vs a flatter structure where all report to senior 

operations manager (20%).  There was a general feeling (including amongst DEC staff) that a senior 

ranger who is 100% allocated to the FRNP (65% on administrative duties) is essential to the good 

management of the national park.  Although extra rangers have been appointed through dieback funding 

there is a lack of leadership due to no senior ranger position.  In his current role, Peter Masters is 

essentially performing the duties of two positions that were formally in place. 

 

Tax-deductible Gift Recipient Status 

Gil Craig raised whether FFRNP should become a charitable organisation that is eligible for tax deductible 

donations.  A number of other organisations including the MPG, GondwanaLink and Friends of the 

Western Ground Parrot have now implemented this. 

 

Motion Libby Sandiford moved that the committee investigate the pros and cons of gaining becoming a 

tax deductible gift recipient and be prepared to take it to the next AGM for approval. Seconded Gil Craig. 

Carried. 
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Australian Business Register Changes 

 

Motion Robyn Cail rmoved that the FFRNP (ABN: 84 383 247 026) update its details with the Australian 

Taxation Office and Australian Business Register for the current committee as elected at the 2012 AGM. 

President Anne Gadsby, Vice President Alison Lullfitz, Treasurer Vicky Bilney and Secretary Steven 

Janicke to be listed as Authorised Users with the ATO, with the Treasury Vicky Bilney to be listed as the 

primary Authorised Contact with the ATO. Seconded Vicky Bilney.  All in favour. Carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 16.00. 

 

 

We would like to thank Dr Nick Dunlop and his team for his presentation to the FFRNP and for providing 

an opportunity for members to participate in the bird and bat survey on ??? property. 


