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A ‘Friendly’ welcome to new Ranger Peter van 
Schoubroeck. Meet Peter and his dog on page 4. 

Over the last couple of months quite a bit of has been going on, including 
meeting a couple of politicians to try and get them interested in Twertup 
and to open up their money bags to help fund its restoration.  A closely 
timed meeting was held in late June with Minister for Environment, Hon 
Donna Faragher in Albany. The issues I managed to briefly discuss with 
her and Carissa Aitken (Policy Advisor) were: 
 
1.Reiteration that the Fitzgerald River National Park Management Plan 
1991-2001 was long overdue for revision; 

2.Twertup is in urgent need of a Master Development Plan and restoration 
of the Field Studies Centre. Friends have two Environmental Community 
Grant applications which come under her jurisdiction, one for the building 
(this was immediately excluded by Minister Faragher as no capital works 
were to be funded) and another for a “development plan” for the Twertup 
site.  The latter was of more interest and she promised to look at it closely 
when it came across her desk. The results of the applications were meant 
to be public by ‘early July’, as I am writing it is the end of July!! 

3.Endorsement of  Premier Barnett’s proposal to have sealed roads at each 
end of the park (Hopetoun to Hamersley Inlet and Bremer Bay to Point 
Ann), with a 60 km hiking path through the wilderness area. I pointed out 
that a ‘Bibbulman Track’ style of walk with concomitant infrastructure 
would effectively open up the wilderness area as Rangers would need to 
regularly access any camping sites for maintenance.  A ‘wilderness walk’ 
would be more challenging and have less impact on the environment; 

Also in this issue: 
 Friends of Western Ground Parrot news. See pages 5 & 6  
 
‘Friends’ forthcoming activities . See page.3 
 
What’s happening in the Fitz? See page.4 
 
First ever visit by Federal Parliamentarian to Fitz?. See p. 2 
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4.Phytophthora dieback is one of the key 
threatening processes for the biodiversity of the 
park, which is the largest area remaining in the 
South-West that is virtually dieback free.  Min-
ister Faragher was well aware of the dieback 
situation, so without further ado, we went onto 
the next ‘issue’; 

5.Baiting for feral animals (cats and foxes) 
must continue for improved survival of West-
ern Ground Parrot, Dibbler and released Num-
bats.  They had not heard about the cat baiting 
program and the trials that are currently under-
way by DEC.  Explanations were underway 
where capsules with harmless dye in them are 
inserted into the sausage bait to see which ani-
mals are swallowing the baits when I was told 
“times up”!! 

Overall I found that our Minister for Environ-
ment was receptive and interested in the park – 
we’ll find out how interested when we get the 
results of the grant applications! 

A great day was had in the park a few weeks 
later with member of Australian Greens, Sena-
tor Rachel Siewert and her advisors.  Austra-
lian Greens were instrumental in getting the 
national JobsFund scheme started and hope-
fully have some influence as to where the funds 
will be spent.  Read more about Senator 
Siewert’s visit later in this newsletter. 

The best news came in late July, ie that the 
Great Southern Development Commission will 
provide $4,000 funding to assist with getting a 
registered builder, draftsman and structural en-
gineer on-site at Twertup. Together with the 
Friends’ Twertup building representatives, they 
can decide the best way to restore the building 
and get some plans drawn up.  The plans can 
then be presented to local builders for quotes. 

Friends welcomed the first Federal parliamentar-
ian known to visit the park, Senator Rachel 
Siewert (Australian Greens), on Sunday 12 July.  
Senator Siewert, with her two advisors, Eloise 
Dortch and Chris Twomey, were keen to see how 
Twertup had fared after the wildfire in January 
2008.  A small group of us were escorted by the 
amiable new Ranger, Peter van Schoubroeck, into 
the site. 
 
This was my first visit after the fire and it looked 
both better and worse than expected.  Better in 
that most of the black soot had been washed off 
the walls and, as a result of being cooked in the 
fire, the spongolite blocks had turned many beau-
tiful shades of pink-orange.  Also, the western 
walls were in better condition than expected, with 
the door to the back bedroom still swinging and 
unburnt.  The eastern walls were worse however, 
as the verandah under which we used to sit has 
been ripped off in strong winds over the past year 
and has taken some of the spongolite with it. 
 
Our building rep, Ric Pepper, has been rather re-
served in his assessment of what was also his first 
visit to the site.  The footings are of concern (as 
they always have been), so it will be interesting to 
see how a builder views them.  Following our 
successful application to the Great Southern De-
velopment Commission for funds, we hope to 
have a builder out to inspect Twertup in August.  
In addition, as the Australian Greens were instru-
mental in getting the national JobsFund scheme 
started, we are hoping that Senator Siewert will 
be able to influence where some of the money 
gets spent!   
 
While Ric had a closer look at the building, the 
rest of us went for a walk to Horrie and Dorrie. 
The path was just visible amongst the burnt-out 
mallee and many seedlings were pushing their 
way through the soil.  The colourful Lechenaultia 
were most enchanting and photographing them 
slowed progress somewhat. Echidna scratchings 
were evident on the top of Horrie - a healthy sign. 
 
Another topic of interest to Senator Siewert was 
the Western Ground Parrot (WGP) and our local 
expert Anne Gadsby was able to bring her up-to-
date on the latest findings (or non-findings).  In 
the past, the WGP project has been federally-
funded, however both were concerned that the 
current round of Caring for Our Country does not 
allow WGP’s to fit in any of the funding criteria, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senator Siewert & Anne Gadsby at Twertup 
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despite them being a threatened species.   
 
Senator Siewert has been asking questions in par-
liament about the inclusion of Phytophthora die-
back into Caring for Our Country grants and 
Senator Wong has replied that dieback manage-
ment may align with biodiversity conservation 
targets in the next Caring for Our Country busi-
ness plan.  Senator Siewert also asked whether the 
Australian Government will be funding the con-
struction of a road through the Fitzgerald River 
National Park and the reply was that there is no 
proposal to do so. 
 
Apparently Main Roads have been given $10 mil-
lion State funding this financial year for upgrade 
of roads to and in the park.  A surveyor has al-
ready started to peg a wider road from near East 
Mt Barren to Hamersley Inlet that will be suitable 
for caravans and coaches.  An identified problem 
is that there has been no funding provided to DEC 
for infrastructure development for the expected 
increase in tourists.  
 
The afternoon was spent at Point Ann where eight 
whales and calves delighted an appreciative audi-
ence - a great ending to the day! 
Gillian Craig 
 

NOW WHAT’S HAPPENING IN 
SPRING? 
 
Coastal bushwalk Saturday 13 September 
 
We will start at the West Beach carpark (between 
Mylies Beach and Hamersley Inlet turn-off) at 
9.00 am. The walk will proceed west along rocky 
beach to the eastern base of Cave Point then up a 
slow, steep ascent up a gully to the 90 metre 
bench above the cliffs (see photo for view and 
type of country).  Then  we will follow the top of 
the cliffs until we meet up with an overgrown 
FWD track which we will follow out to the Ham-
ersley Inlet road. Total distance is approximately 
10 km, 4 km will be easy and 6 km moderately 
difficult. Accordingly a reasonable degree of fit-
ness will be required for rock-hopping and one 
steep slope as well as appropriate clothing par-
ticularly ankle supporting footwear and long 
sleeves and trousers. Also bring your lunch and 
adequate water, camera and binoculars. We will 
arrange to have some vehicles at the end point to 
take us back to West Beach. FWDs not required. 

We should finish early-mid afternoon, afternoon 
tea will be provided. Further details and to indi-
cate your intention to participate please contact-
walk leader John Tucker 98383285 or Andy 
Chapman 98381149. 
 
Here is the kind of coastline we will be walking. 

Photo. John Tucker 
 
 
Carnabys cockatoo monitoring and numbat 
tracking camp-out 10-11 October 
 
Some background to this is that DEC can no 
longer fund the numbat radio tracking following 
the releases in Cocanarup timber reserve. 
‘Friends’ have offered to do the tracking and by 
the time you read this some of us will have been 
trained to do it. We have decided to combine it 
with our annual Carnabys cockatoo monitoring  
that we have been doing for three years now. We 
will camp out in the reserve or you may join us on 
a daily basis. Either way bring your own every-
thing. Please contact Raana Scott 0427707047 or 
Andy Chapman 98381149 for further details and 
to register your intention to participate. The initial 
meeting time and place is 10.00 am, Saturday 10 
October at the Cocanarup Road turn-off on    
South Coast Highway 11 km west of 
Ravensthorpe. 
 
Ravensthorpe wildflower expo and market day 
Saturday 12 September 
 
‘Friends’ will participate in the market day and 
expo as both a promotional and merchandising 
opportunity. Note that the market is back to back 
with our walk and in the middle of the 
Ravensthorpe wildflower show. Why not make a 
Ravensthorpe weekend of it? Please contact Gil if 
you can assist 98381071 or email  on   (PTO) 
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ripicasa@wn.com.au 
 
MEET THE FITZ’S NEW RANGER.... 
 
Gairdner Ranger – Peter van Schoubroeck: a 
brief introduction 
Originating in Perth I have a general science 
background with a focus on coastal and marine 
areas.  I have previously worked in Albany for the 
Department of Environment and Conservation on 
the South Coast Regional Marine Planning initia-
tive for state waters.  Other positions with the de-
partment have seen me based in Fremantle and 
Kensington (Perth).  I have also spent consider-
able time in Exmouth on the Ningaloo Turtle Pro-
gram as well as at play in the warmer waters.  I’m 
a coastal dweller by nature with a tinny and 
kayak, a surfboard to be replaced when the pay 
cheques come through, and a general lover of the 
outdoors.  Originally from Perth I have spent 
most of my spare time traveling the Exmouth/ 
Quobba and south coasts.  So now I’m living in 
paradise though a little cold and wet some days 
with my dog Jarrah.  He’s a refuge dog, black 
Labrador cross with Staffie and a few other things 
in the mix.  He is figuring out the run of things 
down here and that life isn’t that tough even 
though he isn’t allowed in the national park. 

 
THIS IS WHAT HE’S BEEN UP TO...  

 
NOTES FROM THE RANGER AT FITZGERALD 

RIVER NATIONAL PARK – 
 
Flora and Fauna: 
The whales are in at Point Ann in good numbers 
with over a dozen adults counted one day near the 
end of July with at least half having calves visi-
ble.  A good number of the whales have been 
making trips in close to point and putting on dis-
plays further out in the bay.  Two lucky visitors 
from Albany were also lucky to see a fairy pen-
guin in close to the boat ramp for a couple hours 
one overcast day. 
  
On the scientific side of things members of the 
Western Ground Parrot Recovery Project funded 
by the South Coast Natural Resource Manage-
ment Inc. have monitored all known populations 
in the Fitzgerald River National Park over the past 
few months.  Unfortunately news is not good.  
Only five to seven Western Ground Parrots were 
heard this year down from and estimated eight to 
sixteen heard in 2008.  While the possibility of 

populations in areas not surveyed remains it is 
likely these populations would also be in low 
numbers.  The main cause of decline is thought to 
be predation by feral cats: dependant on funding a 
baiting program is planned for autumn 2010.  In 
addition the 1080 baiting program for the Fitz has 
nearly all been completed this quarter only being 
hampered in a couple of spots by wet conditions. 
 
Positive results have come from recent surveys of 
some declared rare flora in the East Mount Barren 
(EMB) region.  Single populations of Kunzea 
similis subsp. similis, Stylidium galioides and Ver-
ticordia pityrhops are known from EMB.  The 
EMB Kunzea similis subsp. similis and Verti-
cordia pityrhops population are the only known 
populations for the species.  Stylidium galioides is 
known to occur in two other locations in 
the Fitzgerald River National Park.  All three spe-
cies populations at EMB were affected by fire in 
2006.  Mapping of population boundaries for 
Kunzea similis subsp. similis, and Verticordia 
pityrhops has been completed.  With a partial sur-
vey of Stylidium galioides, all three species at 
EMB appear to be in good health. 
 
Management and Maintenance: 
I started in the Gairdner ranger position in late 
May and have had a whirlwind tour of the park 
and many jobs at hand.  While Paul is now on 
some well deserved leave we will see the resump-
tion of some very productive work upon his return 
with the assistance of the Department of Environ-
ment and Conservation Ravensthorpe crew.  Dur-
ing June and July the East Mount Barren car park 
received some much needed sand bagging of up-
slope washout areas and the drains around the car 
park were lined to help stop erosion.  The Mylies 
Beach car park has also received a much needed 
makeover with vegetation cut back, old fencing 
removed and timbers treated.  Work throughout 
the park continues and Dan has been busily bea-
vering away slashing many of the breaks and road 
sides on the eastern side of the park in recent 
weeks. 
 
Thanks to the Friends of the Fitzgerald River Na-
tional Park. for their continued interest and sup-
port. 
 
For National Park matters please contact ranger 
Paul Cory at East Mt Barren on 98383060 or 
ranger Peter van Schoubroeck at Gairdner on 
98371022. 
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A community group dedicated to the  
recovery of an unusual bird  

which could soon become extinct! 
western-ground-parrot.org.au  

 
 
Our Cause 
Western Ground Parrots are unique to Western Australia. There are less 
than 110 birds left in the whole world and their numbers are declining fast.  
If we don't act now they will disappear forever and become another entry on the extinct species list. We 
do not want another Australian parrot to disappear forever! 
 
The Friends of the Western Ground Parrot are determined to save this species from extinction, but we 
cannot do it on our own. We need your help!  
 
Friends’ Goals  

 To raise awareness about the Western Ground Parrot 
 To assist with the recovery of the species to a sustainable population level in  
 collaboration with the South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team 

As a Friend you will 
 Receive regular information and updates through the Friends’ newsletter 
 Be made aware of opportunities to volunteer in implementing recovery actions 
 Have the opportunity to assist through profile raising, fundraising or donations 
 

To join the Friends, fill in the form below and post to  
Friends of the Western Ground Parrot, PO Box 5613, Albany WA 6332 

Or send details to wgparrot@gmail.com 
 

 

Registration to become a Friend of the Western Ground Parrot 
  

Name                                                                                              Date 

Address 

Phone _                                                         Email 
  

¨   I support the goals of the Friends of the Wester n Ground Parrot and want to join the group (please tick)  

¨   I agree with the proposed changes to the constit ution for the group to become incorporated (please tick)  
  
There is a membership fee of $10 per person. It can be paid by cheque made out to Friends of the Western 
Ground Parrot and posted to PO Box 5613, Albany WA 6332. 
  
Alternatively the membership fee can be paid into the Friends’ bank account. 
Westpac   - BSB 036168  Account no. 298423 . 
Please ensure that your name and what the payment is for is entered. 
Your contact details can be emailed to wgparrot@gmail.com 
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AND NOW TO WESTERN GROUND 
PARROT....... 
 
The perilous situation of this parrot i.e. the likeli-
hood of its extinction in the near future without 
urgent and intensive intervention has already been 
referred to twice in this issue. Partly as a response 
to this, at a meeting in Albany on 24 June the 
Friends of Western Ground Parrot adopted a con-
stitution and formalised their structure. The group 
in now seeking membership and support. See the 
flyer on the previous page or the website  
www.western-ground-parrot.org.au for further 
details. 
 
UPDATE ON THE SITUATION WITH 
‘THAT ROAD’..... 
 
The situation previously reported in the last issue  
of eastern access improvements i.e. sealing Ham-
ersley Drive to Hamersley Inlet and upgrading the 
drive out to South Coast Highway are still cur-
rent. But there have been developments. ‘Friends’ 
member Priscilla Broadbent has been advised by 
the Minister for Transport that the following 
western access improvements have budget alloca-
tions: sealing Swamp Rd from Bremer Bay Rd to 
Doubtful Islands Rd, sealing Doubtful Islands Rd 
from Swamp Rd to Murray Rd, sealing Murray 
Rd from Doubtful Islands Rd to Devils Creek Rd, 
sealing Pabelup Drive from Devils Creek Rd to 
Point Ann Rd, sealing Devils Creek Rd from 
Murray Rd to Pabelup Drive and sealing Point 
Ann Rd. Works are proposed to commence in No-
vember 2009. Taken together these improvements 
will allow sealed road access to two iconic FRNP 
sites, Hamersley Inlet and Point Ann. ‘Friends’ 

support these access improvements. Additionally 
the Premier has proposed ‘a 60 km walking and 
hiking path’ between eastern and western access 
points. Although details have not been provided, 
if a Bibbulmun Track style walk is proposed, it 
would still compromise the wilderness zone in its 
construction and it is unclear how it will be man-
aged. A true wilderness walk need only be a se-
ries of discrete markers—or even less intrusive, a 
log of GPS waypoints. 
 
A NOTE ON MEMBERSHIP...... 
 
Previous issues have always included a member-
ship form. We have discontinued this practice be-
cause it was causing confusion as to whether any 
members subs were due or not. Henceforth only 
the issue following the AGM will have the form. 
Any member (or prospective member) who wants 
to renew or join during the year can access a form 
on our website www. fitzgeraldfriends.org.au 
 
AND THE FINAL WORD IS...... 
 
From the 1982-1991 Twertup log book (that 
thankfully was removed from the building when 
the carbon paper ceased to function). 
 
“We came here on the recommendation of the Al-
bany CALM—what a find! This is one place we 
will remember in our travels around Australia.” 
 
Neil and Penny Edwards of Bendigo. 3/7/90. 


